
The Colorful Story of 1990 Competition Yellow Paint 

 

In August of 1990, GM issued a Service Bulletin with advice about matching the color when 

refinishing. They describe that ’90 Competition Yellow changes its tint slightly when exposed to 

sunlight. Over time it turns darker and greener. The advice is to shield the car from sunlight for 

48 hours before refinishing. 

The Corvette Black Book notes that the production of Competition Yellow was delayed at the 

beginning of production. Then it was discontinued a few months before the end of ’90 

production on May 11th of 1990. The color Yellow was used in ’91 and ’92. Competition Yellow 

returned in ’93. Presumably the ’93 – ‘95 version of Competition Yellow was reformulated to 

reduce photosensitivity. 

Competition Yellow is paint code 53U/WA9804. 

Yellow is paint code 35U/WA8769. 

Production numbers for all ’90 – ’95 Corvette Competition Yellow and Yellow as published in 

the Corvette Black Book. 

53U 35U 35U 53U 53U 53U 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

278 650 678 517 834 1003 

Production numbers as published for ZR-1s by the ZR-1 Net Registry in 2004. 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

23 39 26 11 43 49 

The service bulletin is on the next page. 

 

 

 

 



 


